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The Miracles of Jesus –   STAY CONNECTED 
An Easter Bible Study 

 

When Jesus entered the world, He performed an 

awesome miracle. Our Creator through Whom all 

things were made (John 1:3) became part of His 

creation. During His ministry, Jesus used miracles as signs of His identity 

and as a reflection of His heart for His broken creation. 

 

The culmination of His miraculous work took place in His death and 

resurrection. The heart of God made flesh poured out His own blood as the 

ultimate sacrifice for sin and then beat again as He claimed final victory over 

death itself to restore and heal His creation once and for all.  

 

As we celebrate the season of Easter over the next several weeks, I will be 

offering an evening Bible class that walks us through several of Jesus’ 

famous miracles. This study will provide a great opportunity to delve into the 

purpose behind Jesus’ miracles, to reveal His heart for the broken, and to 

consider how His miracles performed thousands of years ago still impact our 

faith and life today. 

 

Please join me for this special four-week “mini-study” during this Easter 

season on Thursday evenings - April 16, April 23, April 30, and May 7 - at 

7:00PM. We will meet in person in the narthex, or you may join on Zoom.  

Meeting information is located on the next page. 

 

I look forward to spending this time together in God’s Word. My hope is that 

this will be the beginning of more “mini-studies” together especially for 

those who may not be able to commit to something long-term. 
         (continued)                                       
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I pray this Easter season draws you closer to the miracle of Jesus - our God and Savior - Whose heart of 

compassion for you and for all His creation draws us to Himself and then back out to the world to share His 

heart with the broken. 

 

In the Name of our Resurrected Lord Jesus, 

 

Pastor 

 

Meeting information 

Topic: The Miracles of Jesus 

Time: Apr 16, 2026, 07:00 PM Eastern Time (US and Canada)         

Every week on Thu, until May 7, 2026, 4 occurrence(s) 

 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82632200893?pwd=qipktZFj8269lvIh3FEBXEzKYDhx71.1 

 

Meeting ID: 826 3220 0893 

Passcode: 917393 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HOLY WEEK WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

April 2nd: Maundy Thursday Service (*) @ 7 PM 

April 3rd: Good Friday Tenebrae Service @ 7 PM 

April 5th: Easter Morning Services 

 6:30 AM Sunrise Service (*) 

 8:15 AM Contemporary Service (*) 

 9:30 AM Join us for Fellowship 

 10:30 AM Traditional Service (*) 

 

(*) Holy Communion offered  
 

Celebrate our Risen Lord by joining us for 

fellowship @ 9:30 AM.   You are invited to bring 

something to share.  Beverages will be provided. 

 

All children are invited to a special Sunday 

School Lesson and Easter Egg Hunt during the 

10:30 service.  Weather permitting, it will be 

outside! 

 
 

  

 

COUNCIL CHAIRMAN’S MESSAGE: 

Writing this on the first warm day in weeks I feel a sense of hope!  Winter will give way and the flowers will actually 

bloom, and leaves appear on the trees!  I pray you still have a sense of hope even in the midst of all the chaos in our 

world with its uncertainty and great pain.  And indeed, we do have hope, because in just a few days we will celebrate 

the only true reason for hope: Our Lord’s resurrection to life and the promise of eternal life for all who believe!  We 

ARE Easter people!                                                                                                                                       (continued)   

 

Congratulations to 

Pastor Mike for 

faithfully leading Faith 

for 25 years!  God’s 

blessings to you as you 

continue to keep us 

moving Forward in 

Faith. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82632200893?pwd=qipktZFj8269lvIh3FEBXEzKYDhx71.1
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The First Passover 

The first Passover is a significant event in Jewish history, marking a pivotal moment during the Israelites' time of slavery 

in Egypt. In Exodus 7-12, God sent ten plagues to persuade Pharaoh to release the Israelites. The tenth and most 

devastating plague was the death of every firstborn in Egypt.  

God provided a way for the Israelites to be spared from the final plague in Exodus 12. God instructed them through Moses 

to sacrifice a spotless lamb and mark the doorposts of their homes with its blood. God said, "The blood will be a sign for 

you on the houses where you are, and when I see the blood, I will pass over you. No destructive plague will touch you 

when I strike Egypt" (Exodus 12:13). This act of faith and obedience demonstrated the Israelites' trust in God and saved 

them from suffering the same fate as the Egyptians. 

The Symbolism of the Passover Lamb 

The Passover lamb’s characteristics hold rich symbolic meaning. In Exodus 12:5, God told Moses that the lambs had to be 

a year-old male without blemish, which represents purity and flawlessness. This detail emphasized the need for a perfect 

sacrifice, one untainted and worthy to cover the people’s sins. 

The act of sacrificing the lamb is central to the idea of substitutionary atonement. By shedding the lamb’s blood, the 

Israelites were shielded from the death of their firstborn sons. The lamb took their place, highlighting the theme of a life 

given to save others. This concept is echoed throughout both Old and New Testaments as a profound representation of 

God’s provision for reconciliation.           

             (continued) 

This spring also brings us a tremendous opportunity to take care of our church in a way that will bring growth for the 

kingdom.  We are initiating a capital drive called “FAITH-full Stewardship: Taking Care of Our Church.”    

You might recall from previous messages that one of our HVAC air conditioning units went out, and then our elevator 

failed.  The cost of repairing the HVAC is $27,000 and initially the elevator was going to cost us $16,500.  But the 

good news regarding the elevator is that Loren and Keith found another vendor and were able to get it running again 

for only $4,000!  God is graciously working through his people!   So, now our goal is $31,000 instead of $43,500!   

Please prayerfully consider what you can give to this effort.  It will take all of us doing what we can, whether big or 

small.  Perhaps you received a bigger tax return this year due to tax law changes.  Maybe you got a raise at the 

beginning of the new year.  Maybe you have decided not to travel so far this year because of this volatile world.  

However, God leads you, please consider a way to support your church. 

Participating in raising these funds is simple.  You can take one of the “Building Fund” offering envelopes and mark 

“FAITH-full” on it.  Or you can go online to our website, click on the “Giving” tab up on the top right, and then select 

“Capital Improvements” to give to this campaign.    

God has already blessed us and I’m excited to see how he brings us all the way through!    So, we indeed have hope, a 

sure hope not just brought about by warmer weather, but by the grace and love of our amazing God! 
 

Pete Mueller 

Chairman, Church Council 

 

 

PASSOVER MEANING FOR CHRISTIANS 
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Jesus' Last Supper 

Jesus' Last Supper with his disciples took place during the Jewish Passover and is in each of the 4 Gospels: Matthew 

26:17-30; Mark 14:12-26; Luke 22:7-30; and John 13:1-30. During this Passover Seder meal, Jesus used two familiar 

parts of Passover—unleavened bread and wine—to explain something new. He said, “And he took bread, and when he 

had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to them, saying, “This is my body, which is given for you. Do this in 

remembrance of me” And likewise the cup after they had eaten, saying, “This cup that is poured out for you is the new 

covenant in my blood. (Luke 22:19-20). 

In doing this, Jesus revealed that He was the sacrificial lamb. His death would bring freedom—not only from the bondage 

they felt to the Romans, but from sin and death. He took an old tradition and gave it new meaning. Christians remember 

the Last Supper every time we receive Communion. 

Jesus Christ: The Lamb of God 

Jesus’ life and death fulfill the prophetic imagery of the Passover lamb in remarkable ways. John the Baptist said, 

“Behold, the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world” (John 1:29). In the week leading up to his crucifixion, 

Jesus was scrutinized by religious leaders and high priests—just as the Passover lamb was examined for defects—through 

challenges to His authority, traps involving political and theological questions, and tests of His knowledge of the law 

(Matthew 21-22; Mark 11-12; Luke 20). However, the scrutiny only highlighted Jesus' purity and perfection, making Him 

the only worthy sacrifice for humanity’s sins. His blood saves people not from physical death, but from eternal death 

and separation from God. 

The events during Jesus’ crucifixion also mirror the preparation of the Passover lamb. From His arrest to His death during 

the Passover festival, Jesus endured trials and sufferings that culminated in His crucifixion at the exact time the Passover 

lambs were being sacrificed. This timing underscores the fulfillment of the biblical requirements for the Passover lamb, 

reinforcing Jesus’ role as the Lamb of God. As foretold in Isaiah 53:7, Jesus "was like a lamb led to the slaughter, and as a 

sheep before its shearers is silent, so he did not open his mouth."  

John’s Gospel confirms that none of Jesus’ bones were broken when He was crucified, which is a fulfillment of Psalm 

34:20: "he protects all His bones, not one of them will be broken." This detail, along with other parallels, signifies that 

Jesus meets all the requirements set forth for the Passover lamb, providing salvation through His sacrifice. Jesus died as 

the ultimate fulfillment of the Passover. 

The Lamb of God and Your Calling 

The Passover is more than just a part of Jewish history. It points directly to Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God. From the 

first Passover in Egypt to the death and the resurrection of Jesus, we see God’s plan to rescue and redeem His people. 

Jesus, through His sacrifice, embodied the true significance of the sacrificial lamb by shedding His innocent blood for all 

humanity. By understanding the meaning of the Passover and how it points to Jesus, Christians gain a deeper appreciation 

of their faith. 

 

 

  

Many thanks to Jill Mackey and 

Mike Semenoro for organizing 

our Passover Seder Dinner on 

April 1st.  Twenty-eight folks 

(plus a seat for the Prophet 

Elijah) enjoyed the Seder 

service, led by Jill, and followed 

with a delicious traditional 

meal!  Thank you to everyone for 

helping with setup, preparing the 

dinner, carving chickens, and 

finally, cleaning up! 
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HOW WE SERVED OTHERS 
 

THANK YOU FROM ABCFOC 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SOUPER BOWL FUNDRAISER 

 

During February, $541 was raised for the 

benefit of Orphan Grain Train.   

Thanks to all of the soup makers! 

 

 

A HUG FROM MATT – WINTER BAGS 

 

We may be fortunate enough to enjoy the glimpses of spring, 

but to many less fortunate, it is still cold – especially at night.  

Thank you to everyone who donated specific items for the 

extra winter bags that were needed.  Please see the list, to the 

left, for the spring/summer items. 

 

 

 

MONTHLY REMINDERS 

Monthly meetings are held the 1st Saturday of the month @ 

9:30 AM.  All women are invited and encouraged to attend 

and participate in our mission work which supports Faith, our 

community, and around the world. 

 

The 1st Sunday of the month is Mite Box Mission collection.  

Wear purple and show your support for LWML.  Money 

collected, no matter how small, adds up and helps support 

global mission work.  

WOMAN OF FAITH (LWML) 

A HUG FROM MATT:   
SPRING/SUMMER NEEDS 

 

Socks (male/female) 

Rain Ponchos 

Toothpaste & Toothbrushes 

Deodorant 

Hand Sanitizer 

Lip Balm 

Sunscreen 

Tissues 

Combs 

Body Wipes 

Water 

Peanut Butter & Non-perishable Snacks 

                               
Thank you for helping those less 

fortunate, but please only donate the 

items listed.  Thank you! 
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Birthday Blessings 
      April     May    June 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

   

04/03   Betty Agovino 

04/04   Luke Lewis 

04/06   Benny Figgs 

04/07   Katie Drummonds 

04/07   Betty Logan 

04/08   Tanya VanSant 

04/10   Cynthia Hopkins 

04/12   Jillian Jones 

04/12   Kristine Turner 

04/13   Rich Andela 

04/13   Jordan Dalby 

04/14   Leila De Luz 

04/17   Noelle Turner 

04/20   Jenna Borntreger 

04/20   Renee Flickinger 

04/23   Bodie Nawrocki 

04/30   Katelyn Drummonds 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

05/07   Danielle Bennett 

05/07   Helena McNeil 

05/09   Kym Caudill 

05/15   Nancy Malkin 

05/16   JoAnne Gross 

05/18   Kelly Figgs 

05/18   Craig Gross 

05/20   Keith Greigg 

05/21   Nick Turner 

05/27   Gary Harp 

05/27   Herta Patrick 

05/29   John Jr. Bettinger 

05/29   Michael Thress 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

06/03   Leah Meyer 

06/04   Arne Wilkening 

06/05   John Bettinger 

06/08   Brody Faverio 

06/15   Georgia Bennett 

06/16   Anthony Zelano 

06/19   Madison VanSant 

06/20   Anthony De Luz 

06/21   Julie Jones 

06/21   Alexis VanSant 

06/21   Sue Zebley 

06/22   Preston Turner 

06/24   Erin Loveless 

06/25   Jack Agovino 

06/27   Adele Mueller 

06/28   Tim Dalby 

06/30   Ulrich Toensmeyer 

 

ALTAR FLOWERS: 

If you would like to 
place altar flowers 
in the sanctuary, in 
honor of someone 
special or in 
memory of a loved 
one, please visit the 
flower signup sheet 
in the narthex.   
The cost is $40.   
 


